
Dear Parents and Carers, Tuesday, 3rd January 2023

Happy New Year and welcome to the Spring term in Class 2. I hope you’ve had a wonderful holiday
and are ready for the brilliant term ahead. We cannot wait to learn and discover together again,
through exciting topics across the curriculum.

Englis� - Our new topic in English is “Amazing Birds.” It will be a fantastic opportunity to put into
practice our knowledge acquired during our science topic last term to write non-fiction reports about
owls and birds of prey. We will also be exploring and writing our own narratives based upon The Owl
Who Was Afraid of the Dark. Our class novels for this term are The Owl and the Pussycat by Edward
Lear and Nim’s Island by Wendy Orr.

Math� – Year 1: Throughout the term, year 1 will develop their understanding of 2D and 3D shape;
understand place value of numbers within 20 and 50; calculate both addition and subtraction
questions within 20 and calculate length, height, mass and volume.
Year 2: Throughout the term, year 2 will develop their understanding of 2D and 3D shape; count
money; find change; learn how to multiply and divide by sharing and grouping; get to grips with their
2,5 and 10 times tables and calculate length, height, mass, capacity and temperature.

Scienc� – We will begin and end the term comparing characteristics and weather patterns of
autumn, winter and spring. Using a rain gauge we will take daily measurements of rain water and will
observe how daylight changes. In between, our focus question will be “How and why do plants
grow?” and we will be setting up experiments to discover the optimum conditions for plant growth.

Geograph� – We will be building on our knowledge of continents and oceans to locate the United
Kingdom on a world map and using atlases and online mapping will discover key human and physical
characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities. To present our new found knowledge, we will be
creating  leaflets which persuade tourists to make a visit to one of the capital cities of the United
Kingdom.

Histor� - In history we are going to focus on the topic “A United Kingdom”, in order to answer the
question “Who lives in the UK?” Using a variety of historical sources, we will be learning about
migration in the UK, including the Windrush generation and the impact that migration has had on the
UK.

PE – In PE, we will be developing skills in tennis. We will become familiar with how to hold a tennis
racket, moving the ball in a forward hand and backhand positions and ball control. In the second half
of the term, we will be practising our underarm and overarm throwing technique, whilst developing
our cooperation and concentration skills.

Computin� – We will be using digital photography to track changes over time in plants linking to our
science topic. Children will learn to recognise that different devices can be used to capture
photographs and will gain experience capturing, editing, and improving photos. Later on in the term,
we will begin to understand what data means and will use data collected in science to create digital
pictograms.

Headteacher: Mrs Gail Bowskill
Caton Primary School, Broadacre, Caton, Lancashire. LA2 9NH
T 01524 770104  E bursar@caton.lancs.sch.uk W catonprimary.school

mailto:bursar@caton.lancs.sch.uk


Musi� – Our new unit is all about West African call and response songs. We will be using
instruments to represent animals, copy rhythms and learn a traditional Ghanaian call. Culminating in
the composition of our own call and response rhythm.

A�� - In art, we will be creating tree of life sculptures using several different techniques for shaping
paper and exploring the works of artists such as Samantha Stephenson and Marco Balich.

DT – In DT, we will be designing castle structures. We will focus on learning the importance of clear

design criteria and turning 2D nets into 3D structures, to build a structure that is fit for purpose.

PSHE – We will learn and discuss the importance of online safety and our shared responsibility to
care for our wider world including both people and the environment. Later on in the term we will
delve into questions around our economic well being, such as what money is and how people make
different choices about how to save and spend money.

RE – Together, we will be discussing and  exploring two big questions. Firstly, “What do Hindus

believe about God?” followed by “What do Christians believe about Jesus?”

PE days
PE will take place on Monday and Tuesday afternoons. Please ensure that your child has their PE kit
in school at all times.

Outdoor learning
We will be taking our learning outdoors often, especially during forest school days (Thursday PM), so
it would be useful for your child to have a pair of wellies that can be kept in school at all times.

Snacks
Children can buy toast at breaktime for 20p a slice. They can also bring in a piece of fruit from home.

Homework

- Reading: We expect the children to read for at least 15 minutes every day, including Saturday
and Sunday. Please sign your child’s reading recording to confirm that this has taken place,
this will be checked daily.

- Spellings: Year 2 children will continue to receive 5 spellings to learn weekly for a spelling test
on Friday. Spellings for the whole term will be available on the class page of the website.
Please support your child in learning them. The first test will be Friday 13th January.

- Phonics: Please support your child with regular phonics practice at home. Year 1 will receive
phonics sound cards and tricky word cards soon to practise regularly at home.

- Times tables: Year 2 should all have received their Times Table Rockstar account details. After
half term, year 2 children will be given weekly times tables tests (2s,5s and 10s), so any
practice now would be very useful. Please let me know if you need help accessing this.

I look forward to working with you throughout this next term. If you would like to speak to me about
anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact me either by email or in person at the beginning or
end of the school day.

Best wishes,

Mrs Rebekah Wadeson
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