
19th April 2022

Dear Parents,

Welcome back! I hope that you have had an enjoyable Easter break. I am looking forward to another great
term ahead, working closely in partnership with you.

We have lots of exciting learning planned for the term:

Our big question this term is ‘What’s so special about the USA?’.

Class novel: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll.

English:
We will start off by practising our reading skills using our class novel and particularly focusing on inference. We
will then use Classic Fiction, again using Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, to explore the features of and
ultimately write our own portal story. Later on in the term, we will also explore song lyric poetry and finally use
the novel ‘Wonder’ to inspire narratives and formal letters. All pupils will continue to focus on the grammar
skills needed to become better writers. We will embed reading skills and SPaG knowledge into our units. We
will practise spellings daily and handwriting several times each week.

Maths: Year 6 will start by completing our learning on algebra before starting revision of arithmetic, reasoning
skills and key knowledge in preparation for SATs. Year 5 will focus on multiples, factors, primes, squares and
cubes.

Science: In science, we will be starting off by exploring Living things and their habitats. This will include life
cycles, asexual reproduction and sexual reproduction. We will then move on to Earth and space, where we will
look at the movement of the planets in relation to the sun, and the movement of the moon in relation to Earth.

PE: This term, the class will have 2 lessons a week with Miss Whinnett. We will be covering: Dance, Athletics,
Orienteering, and Outdoor adventurous activities.

RE: We will start by exploring Christianity through the question - ‘If life is like a journey - what is the
destination?’ We will explore the term forgiveness, think about how we view this term in our lives, and try to
understand the importance of forgiveness within Christinaity. We will then move onto islam, where we will focus
on the question - ‘What is Hajj and why is it important to Muslims?’

Geography: In geography, we will be attempting to answer the question - ‘What is so special about the USA?’.
We will be identifying and sorting the key human and physical features, identifying the position and significance
of latitude and longitude, and comparing New York to London.

History: This term, we will be attempting to answer the questions ‘What makes a civilisation?’ and ‘Why should
we study the Maya?’ We will be identifying the key features of a civilisation, trying to understand why the



Mayan civilisation is viewed as significant, exploring the differing views as to why the Mayan civilisation
declined so rapidly, and comparing the Maya to other Stone Age civilisations.

French: We will start the term with a unit about the Euro. We will revise numbers to 100, and learn some more
conversational French, preparing the children for their trip to France. We will then move onto ‘Le Gros Navet’
(The Enormous Turnip). In this unit, we will be language detectives, using our knowledge about language
structures to decode the text, not just in French but in German too. We will then rewrite the story using
characters that we create ourselves and then we will create presentations of our stories for our French
penpals.

Art: In art, we will be exploring zentangle patterns, with a focus on the artist Edward Hopper.

DT: In DT, we will be participating in a ‘Come Dine With Me’ experience by researching and preparing a
3-course meal. This will include developing cooking skills and researching the journey of food from farm to fork.

Computing: Data and information, 3D modelling.

Music: Music will focus on singing skills this term and preparation for our summer production, Peter Pan.

PSHE: We will be preparing children for their journey to secondary school, which will include Relationships and
Sex Education. We will also spend time learning about the importance of mental health and children will have
their bikeability sessions in May.

PE
PE will take place on Monday afternoons and Thursday afternoons with Miss Whinnett. Please ensure that
your child has their PE kit  in school at all times.

Outdoor learning
We will be taking our learning outdoors often so it would be useful for your child to have a pair of wellies that
can be kept in school at all times.

Snacks
Children can buy toast at breaktime for 20p a slice. They can also bring in a piece of fruit from home.

Homework

This term, we will be focusing on key skills in maths and English, both in class and for homework. We would
be very grateful if you would support your child at home with the following:

Daily reading - All children should read a quality text of an appropriate level that they bring into school each
day and take home each night, completing their reading record daily. We ask that everyone reads for a



minimum of twenty minutes each day. Reading records will be checked daily and if not completed, children will
be supported with their daily reading at the lunchtime reading club.

Weekly spellings - These will be set on Monday and tested each Friday. This term, we will be recapping all
KS2 spellings.

Times tables - These should be practised regularly at home; knowing these is crucial and the expectation of
the national curriculum is that all children should know their times tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4.
This means being able to recite times tables i.e. 0 times 5 is 0,1 times 5 is 5, 2 times 5 is 10 etc. and knowing
related division facts i.e. 0 divided by 5 is 0, 5 divided by 5 is 1, 10 divided by 5 is 2 etc.

Maths and SPaG - The children will continue to be set a page of short questions from each book to complete
for homework. This will be set on a Tuesday and due in by Friday. As we come towards the end of the book
pages, some weeks the children will be sent an alternative homework page of a similar nature to the usual
homework books.

If you would like to speak to me about anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact me either by email or in
person at the beginning or end of the school day or by phone.

Best wishes,

Miss Whinnett


