
12th April 2021

Dear Parents,

We hope you are all doing well and have had a restful Easter break.

Our overall topic for this term is ‘Water’ and our big question is ‘Which is more
devastating - flood or drought?’.

Below are details of the curriculum in Key Stage 2 throughout the term.

Class novels: The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q, Raúf

English: Year 5/6 will use Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ to develop their reading
and writing skills. We will also use ‘A Long Walk to Water’ by Linda Sue Park, linked to
our topic work, as our whole class guided reading text.
Year 3/4 will continue to read Charlotte’s Web and to use this as inspiration for writing
their own animal adventure story. They will also research spiders and produce non
chronological reports about them.
All pupils will continue to focus on the grammar skills needed to become better writers.
We will practise spellings daily and handwriting several times each week.

Maths: Year 5 will be continuing with their exploration of fractions before moving on to
decimals and percentages. Year 6 will start with algebra and move onto ratio. This will
be accompanied by regular times tables sessions, tasks for consolidation of prior
learning and opportunities for problem solving and reasoning.
Year 3/4 will continue with their learning about measure and will be converting between
millimetres, centimetres and metres. They will move onto fractions and finally revisit
measure in the context of mass and volume.
All pupils will continue to practise written methods of calculation on a regular basis.

Science: States of Matter, including the water cycle, and Forces and Magnets.

PE: PE will be on Mondays and Wednesdays. This term’s PE will consist of cricket,
athletics, dance and rugby (which will continue to be led by a coach from Kirkby
Lonsdale Rugby Club). Years 4,5 and 6 will also be taking part in outdoor adventurous
activities in their Robinwood residential. Pupils should continue to come into school in
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their PE kit on PE days. Children should wear dark tracksuit bottoms, their PE T shirt,
PE hoodie (if they have one) or their school sweatshirt / cardigan and trainers.

RE: Judaism - Do people need laws to guide them? Christianity - What is meant by a
miracle?

History: A depth study of Ancient Egypt with a focus on the River Nile and
communication. This will be supported by an overarching focus on chronology and
timelines.

Geography: Rivers and the water cycle, using atlases to increase locational knowledge
and fieldwork.

French: La Chenille qui a tres faim (The Very Hungry Caterpillar).

Art: Sculpting a fish skeleton with masking tape and Printing - Water Water
Everywhere.

Design Technology: Mechanisms.

Computing: Web design/HTML and Data logging.

Music: Music and life of a composer - Handel.

PSHE: Growth mindset, SRE and Moving on - rules and responsibilities.

Outdoor learning
We will continue to take our learning outdoors often so it would be useful for your child
to have a pair of wellies that can be kept in school at all times.

Snacks
Children can buy toast at breaktime for 20p a slice. They can also bring in a piece of
fruit from home.
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Homework
We would be very grateful if you would support your child at home with the following:

Daily reading - All children should read a quality text of an appropriate level that they
bring into school each day and take home each night, completing their reading record
daily. Children will read books from a structured reading scheme until we decide they
are ready to become a ‘free reader’. Extra books can be borrowed from the school
library and, in addition, a list of recommended texts is included on the class page of the
website should you wish to buy suitable books of your own for your child. We ask that
everyone reads for a minimum of fifteen minutes daily.

Weekly spellings - These will be set on Monday and tested each Friday. Spellings for
the whole term will be sent home and will also be available on the class page of the
website.  Please support your child in learning their five weekly spellings.

Times tables - These should be practised regularly at home; knowing these is crucial
and the expectation of the national curriculum is that all children should know their times
tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. This means being able to recite times tables
i.e. 0 times 5 is 0,1 times 5 is 5, 2 times 5 is 10 etc. and knowing related division facts
i.e. 0 divided by 5 is 0, 5 divided by 5 is 1, 10 divided by 5 is 2 etc. We will be following
a 2-week programme for each table.

Times Table homework plan (10 minutes daily):
Monday: recite times table 5 times
Tuesday: 10 mins of Times Tables Rockstars
Wednesday: Short worksheet
Thursday: 10 mins of Times Tables Rockstars

If you would like to speak to us about anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact
us either by email or in person at the beginning or end of the school day or by phone.

Best wishes,

Miss Whinnett and Mrs Bowskill
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