
 
        5th January 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Very best wishes for the New Year. We hope you had a restful holiday. 

Our overall topic for this term is ‘Language and communication through the ages’ and              
our big question is ‘Was the world a better place before the Internet?’.  

Below are details of the curriculum in Key Stage 2 throughout the term. 

Class novel: Holes by Louis Sachar 

English: Year 5/6 will be exploring biography, which will be supported by Roald Dahl’s              
autobiographical text ‘Boy’. This topic will include opportunities for individual research,           
writing in the form of letters and biographies, and reading a range of biographical texts. 
Year 3/4 will focus the development of their reading and writing skills around the novel               
Charlotte’s Web. 
All pupils will continue to focus on the grammar skills needed to become better writers. 
We will practise spellings daily and handwriting several times each week. 
 
Maths: Year 5/6 will be beginning the term by exploring fractions before moving onto               
decimals and percentages. This will be accompanied by regular times tables sessions,            
tasks for consolidation of prior learning and opportunities for problem solving and            
reasoning. 
Years 3 and 4 will start with multiplication and division (continuing from last term) and               
will then move onto fractions, statistics and measurement including length, perimeter           
and area.  
 
Science: In Spring 1 our learning will be based around Earth and Space, including              
communication in space and satellites.  Spring 2 will focus on forces and magnets. 
 
PE: Swimming, Netball, Racquet sports and Hockey.  
 
RE: Christianity - How do people decide what to believe? Islam - Why is the Qur’an so                 
important to Muslims? 
 
History: We will start with an overview of the ancient civilisations, focused on the              
enquiry of ‘What do all ancient civilisations have in common?’ We will then move on to                
explore the invention of writing, other methods of communication and finally famous            



 
speeches in history. This will all be supported by an overarching focus on chronology              
and timelines. 
 
Geography: This will be closely linked to our history. We will expand our locational              
knowledge by accurately using atlases to identify the geographical positions of the            
ancient civilisations and the distribution of languages across the world. We will also             
learn about lines of latitude and longitude in relation to these positions. 
 
French: Qu’est-ce que tu portes? (What are you wearing?). This will link to our DT               
topic and culminate in a French fashion show. 
 
Art: Analysing art - every picture tells a story. Studies into David Hockney and Claude               
Monet with a focus on sketching and acrylic paint. 
 
Design Technology:  Making clothes. 
 
Computing:  Email and blogs, and research. 
 
Music: Reggae and Jazz. 
 
PSHE: Sign language, bullying, keeping safe and careers. 
 
PE kit 
PE lessons continue on Thursdays. We are awaiting confirmation from Hornby pool re             
whether they will be open for swimming next Monday and we will know this by Thursday                
of this week at the latest. If the pool is open, swimming will continue for 5 more weeks                  
until half term when it will stop. Please make sure your child brings a mask (clearly                
named) with them to wear on the bus to swimming. 
If swimming is cancelled, children will have a replacement PE lesson on Monday             
afternoons.  
 
Please note that as part of our review of our risk assessment, we have taken the                
decision to ask all children to come into school in their PE kit on PE days. This                 
means that PE kit should be worn instead of uniform on the following days: 
 
Spring 1  (up to half term) - Thursday; Monday (if swimming cancelled) 
Spring 2 (after half term) - Monday and Thursday 



 
 
Children should wear dark tracksuit bottoms, their PE T shirt, PE hoodie (if they have               
one) or their school sweatshirt / cardigan and trainers.  
 
Outdoor learning 
We will continue to take our learning outdoors often so it would be useful for your child                 
to have a pair of wellies that can be kept in school at all times.  
 
Snacks 
Children can buy toast at breaktime for 20p a slice. They can also bring in a piece of                  
fruit from home. 

Homework 

We would be very grateful if you would support your child at home with the following: 

Daily reading - All children should read a quality text of an appropriate level that they                
bring into school each day and take home each night, completing their reading record              
daily. Children will read books from a structured reading scheme until we decide they              
are ready to become a ‘free reader’. Extra books can be borrowed from the school               
library and, in addition, a list of recommended texts is included on the class page of the                 
website should you wish to buy suitable books of your own for your child. We ask that                 
everyone reads for a minimum of fifteen minutes daily.  

Weekly spellings - These will be set on Monday and tested each Friday. Spellings for                
the whole term will be sent home and will also be available on the class page of the                  
website.  Please support your child in learning their five weekly spellings.  

Times tables - These should be practised regularly at home; knowing these is crucial              
and the expectation of the national curriculum is that all children should know their times               
tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. This means being able to recite times tables                    
i.e. 0 times 5 is 0,1 times 5 is 5, 2 times 5 is 10 etc. and knowing related division facts                     
i.e. 0 divided by 5 is 0, 5 divided by 5 is 1, 10 divided by 5 is 2 etc. We will be following                        
a 3-week programme for each table. 

Times Table homework plan (10 minutes daily): 
Monday: recite times table 5 times  
Tuesday: 10 mins of Times Tables Rockstars 



 
Wednesday: Short worksheet 
Thursday: 10 mins of Times Tables Rockstars 
 
Year 6 homework - Year 6 will be set additional homework each Monday to be               
completed by the following Monday. This may include maths, grammar or reading            
comprehension. 

If you would like to speak to us about anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact                  
us either by email or in person at the beginning or end of the school day or by phone. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Miss Whinnett and Mrs Bowskill 

 


