
 
        2nd September 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! We hope that you have had a wonderful summer break.  

We are looking forward to a very successful year ahead, working closely in partnership              
with you. Miss Whinnett and Mrs Bowskill will be teaching Class 2, supported by Miss               
Houseman. 

We have lots of exciting learning planned for the first half term: 

This term our overall theme is ‘A Kingdom United’. 

Class novel:‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone’ by J. K. Rowling 
 
English:  
Year 5/6 will be reading ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ as inspiration for their                
writing which will include creating non-chronological reports and exploring myths and           
legends.  
Year 3/4 will be studying at ‘A Bear Called Paddington’ as a stimulus for writing their                
own adventure stories and information leaflets / guides.  
All pupils will continue to focus on the grammar skills needed to become better writers. 
We will practise spellings daily and handwriting several times each week. 
 
Maths: In Autumn 1, we will be focusing on number, including counting, place value,               
times tables and the four operations. 
 
Science: Animals including humans: nutrition; skeletons and muscles; digestive         
system; teeth and food chains. 
 
PE:  
Autumn 1: Football; dance (Y3/4) / swimming (Y5/6) 
Autumn 2: Netball; hockey (Y3/4) / swimming (Y5/6) 
 
RE:  
Autumn 1 - Why is it sometimes difficult to do the right thing? 
Autumn 2 - Why is the Qur’an so important to Muslims? 
 
History: The Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for England. 
 



 
Geography: The UK - geographical regions, characteristics, features and change over           
time. 
 
French: Moi (ages, birthdays, physical and character descriptions); Quelle heure est-il?           
(What time is it?) 
 
Art:  Modern art and graffiti; an artist study 
 
Design Technology:  Designing and making Christmas games 
 
Computing:  Programming- Scratch/ Sonic Pi; data handling and sensors 
 
Music: The history of music; Benjamin Britten and national anthems. 
 
PE 
PE will take place on Monday and Thursday afternoons. On Mondays, Year 5/6 will go               
swimming to Hornby pool with Miss Houseman whilst Miss Whinnett teaches PE to Year              
3/4. On Thursdays, Mrs Speight will teach the whole class. If your child is in Year 5/6,                 
please ensure that they have their swimming kit with them every Monday from week 2,               
and PE kit should be in school at all times. Please also make sure your child brings a                  
mask (clearly named) with them to wear on the bus to swimming. 
 
Outdoor learning 
We will be taking our learning outdoors often so it would be useful for your child to have                  
a pair of wellies that can be kept in school at all times.  
 
Snacks 
Children can buy toast at breaktime for 20p a slice. They can also bring in a piece of                  
fruit from home. 

Homework 

This term, we are aiming to make up the ground lost due to the lockdown through a                 
keen focus on key skills in maths and English, both in class and for homework. We                
would be very grateful if you would support your child at home with the following: 

Daily reading - All children should read a quality text of an appropriate level that they                
bring into school each day and take home each night, completing their reading record              



 
daily. Children will read books from a structured reading scheme until we decide they              
are ready to become a ‘free reader’. Extra books can be borrowed from the school               
library and, in addition, a list of recommended texts is included on the class page of the                 
website should you wish to buy suitable books of your own for your child. We ask that                 
everyone reads for a minimum of fifteen minutes daily.  

Weekly spellings - These will be set on Monday and tested each Friday. Spellings for                
the whole term will be sent home and will also be available on the class page of the                  
website.  Please support your child in learning their five weekly spellings.  

Times tables - These should be practised regularly at home; knowing these is crucial              
and the expectation of the national curriculum is that all children should know their times               
tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. This means being able to recite times tables                    
i.e. 0 times 5 is 0,1 times 5 is 5, 2 times 5 is 10 etc. and knowing related division facts                     
i.e. 0 divided by 5 is 0, 5 divided by 5 is 1, 10 divided by 5 is 2 etc. We will be following                        
a 3-week programme for each table. 

Times Table homework plan (10 minutes daily): 
Monday: recite times table 5 times  
Tuesday: 10 mins of Times Tables Rockstars 
Wednesday: Short worksheet 
Thursday: 10 mins of Times Tables Rockstars 
 
Year 6 homework - Year 6 will be set additional homework each Monday to be               
completed by the following Monday. This may include maths, grammar or reading            
comprehension. 

If you would like to speak to us about anything at all, please do not hesitate to contact                  
us either by email or in person at the beginning or end of the school day or by phone. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Miss Whinnett and Mrs Bowskill 

 


