
 

CHRONOLOGY 

401-410AD Romans withdraw 
from Britain: Anglo-
Saxon migrants begin 
to settle 

450AD Anglo-Saxon invaders 
arrive in Britain 

600AD Anglo-Saxons gradually 
take over Britain 

793AD Vikings attack and 
capture York 

867-878AD Series of Viking 
victories 

871AD Alfred the great 
becomes King of 
Wessex 

886AD Vikings and King Alfred 
divide England 

1014AD King Cnut of Denmark 
becomes King of 
England 

1042AD Edward the Confessor 
becomes king 

1066AD King Harold is killed in 
the Battle of Hastings. 
William I (the 
Conqueror) crowned 
King of England 

Anglo-Saxons- 

After the Romans left Britain in AD 410, the Anglo-Saxons started 
to arrive from around AD 450. They came from Germany, 

Denmark and The Netherlands and travelled in ships across the 
North Sea, initially settling in the South-East of England.  
 

The Anglo-Saxons were made up of many different tribes. The 
largest tribes were called the Angles, the Saxons and the 
Jutes.If we use the modern names for the countries they came 

from, the Saxons were German-Dutch, the Angles were southern 
Danish, and the Jutes were northern Danish. 
The Anglo-Saxon age in Britain was from around AD 450 to 1066. 

Language- 

The English language that we use 
today is influenced by the Anglo-
Saxons. 
This can be seen in place names. 
For example,  

 Grasmere comes from 
‘graes’ (meaning grass) 
and ‘mere’ (meaning lake) 
and means The Grassy 
Lake. 

 Keswick comes from 
‘cese’ (meaning cheese) 
and ‘wic’ (meaning farm) 
and means The Cheese 
Farm. 

 

The Vikings- 
The Vikings came from Scandinavia and initially travelled 
to Britain to raid monasteries. The first recorded raid was 
in AD 787. However, in AD 865, a Viking army (the Great 
Danish Army) sailed across the North Sea to attempt to 
invade and conquer Britain rather than just raid it. This 
was met by resistance from the Anglo-Saxons and they 
battled for control of England. 
 

The Viking age in Britain was from around AD 787 to 1066. 

 

Vocabulary- 
Invade- to enter with force 

Conquer- to take control 
Monastery- a building where people worship God 

Settlement- a place where people have come to live 

Scandinavia- the area that is made up of the 
countries Norway, Sweden and Denmark 
Pagan- a person who believes in many gods 

Danelow- the area in Britain ruled by the Vikings 

 

Religion- 

When the Anglo-Saxons arrived in 
Britain, they were Pagans. This meant 

that they worshipped many gods and 
they believed that each god controlled an 
important part of everyday life. For 
example, Thunor is the God of Thunder. 
 

Certain days of the week are named 
after Saxon gods- 
Wednesday, known as Wodnesdaeg, 
was the day of Woden (the chief God). 
 

Eventually, the Anglo-Saxons converted 

to Christianity 
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