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The Ancient Greeks were one of the most influential civilisations in history. Their legacy can be seen everywhere today, particularly in Western Europe.  The 
English language has many words that come from Ancient Greek and our political system was first seen in the Ancient Greek city of Athens.  Ancient Greece 
was made up of separate city-states and conflict between them was frequent.  At times, these individual city-states came together to fight a common enemy, 
as they did when fighting the Persian army from the north.  Although the Romans eventually conquered the Greeks, Greek culture and language spread far 
and wide. The army commander Alexander the Great and famous Roman thinkers were all influenced by this great civilisation. 

 
KEY VOCABULARY 

ancient civilisation - the first settled and stable communities 
that became the basis for later states, nations, and empires.  
citizens - people who belong to a place 
culture - a pattern of behavior shared by a society, or group of 
people. Many different things make up a society's culture. 
These things include food, language, clothing, tools, music, 
arts, customs, beliefs, and religion.   
democracy - a system of government in which people choose 
who is in charge by voting in elections 
government - people who run a country 
The Assembly -  the regular opportunity for all male citizens of 
Athens to speak their minds and exercise their votes regarding 
the government of their city.  
philosophy - study of how people think and live 
historical sources - things that give information about the past 
artefact - an object made by a human being, especially an 
object of archaeological interest. 
architects - people who design buildings 
friezes - decoration high on a wall 
legacy - something that is handed down from one period of 
time to another period of time. 
Sparta  - Sparta was a city-state in Ancient Greece that fought 
a long war against Athens, called the Peloponnesian War, from 
431 to 404BC. 
Spartans - citizens of  the city-state of Sparta.  Fighting wars 
was what the Spartans did best. Greeks said that in battle one 
Spartan was worth several other men. 
Athens -  a city-state in Ancient Greece which produced many 
writers and artists whose work has survived to this day. 
Athenians - Citizens of the city-state of Athens. 
Olympic Games - sporting festival held every 4 years 
Olympiad - the 4 year period between the Olympic Games 
stylus - an ancient writing implement, consisting of a small rod 

 

Ancient Greece timeline 
1700 BC - start of the Ancient Greek empire 
776 BC - The first Olympic Games 
508 BC - Democracy began in Athens 
432 BC - The Parthenon was finished 
356 - 323 BC - Alexander The Great’s life 
146 BC - The Romans conquered Ancient Greece 
 

Democracy 
The Athenians invented democracy, a system that allows citizens to vote on 
important matters. In the 6th century BC,  Cleisthenes helped to introduce a new 
political structure of demokratia or ‘rule by the people’.  It was one of the earliest 
examples of democracy in history and is one of Ancient Greece’s most lasting 
legacies.  
Government officials were elected by the citizens.  However women, children 
and slaves could not vote. The Assembly was made up of 60000 male citizens 
and made the laws of the land. The Council was made up of 500 citizens who 
made up laws for the Assembly to consider. 

Olympic Games 
● This sporting event was held every 

4 years at Olympia. 
● It was also a religious festival to 

honour the god Zeus. 
● The 4 year period was known as 

the Olympiad 
● 776BC - first Olympics Games 
● A ‘sacred truce’ was sent out by 

messengers one month before the 
games so the fighting would stop 
and people could travel safely. 

● Winners were given a wreath of 
leaves and a hero’s welcome 
when they returned home. 

Education 
● In Sparta, reading and writing was unimportant; boys learnt to be good 

fighters. 
● In Athens, citizens had to be educated to take part in voting in The 

Assembly. 
● Schools were not free so only the wealthy could afford to go. Greek 

girls were not allowed to go to school. Athenian boys started school at 
7 and stayed until they were about 14. They learned reading, writing 
and maths in the mornings and went to wrestling school in the 
afternoons. 

● Children wrote on wooden boards covered with layers of wax. They 
used a wooden pen called a stylus. 

● Boys were educated to become good citizens.  Girls were educated in 
housekeeping. 

 

 



with a pointed end for scratching letters on wax-covered 
tablets, and a blunt end for obliterating them 
manuscript - a document written by hand 
 

Alexander The Great 
He was from Macedonia and his father was Phillip II. 
He fought for 11 years and didn’t lose any battles. 
He was educated by Aristotle and he died in 323BC aged 33 . 
He destroyed the city of Thebes. 
He defeated King Darius III and married his daughter. 
He founded Afghanistan and Egypt. 
 
 
 

● On the 3rd day of the games 100 
oxen were sacrificed and burnt on 
the altar of Zeus. 

● Married women were not allowed 
to attend the games. 

● Running was the first event to be 
included. The toughest running 
race was the Hoplitodromos where 
runners competed wearing armour 
and carrying a shield. Other 
events were: the discus; javelin; 
long jump; wrestling and boxing; 
and horse and chariot racing. 

● Archimedes was the most famous inventor and mathematician in 
Greece. He discovered the laws of levers and pulleys and the law of 
hydrostatics (supposedly whilst in the bath). 

● Pythagoras was a famous mathematician and philosopher who 
believed that the world was round and invented the Pythagorean 
Theorem for right angle triangles. 

 
Architecture 

The influence of Ancient Greek architecture and design can be seen everywhere 
in modern life, particularly in the Western world.  Libraries, banks, museums and 
public buildings, sporting arenas, town squares and places of worship all share 
some of the traits of Ancient Greek buildings. The best known feature, the Greek 
column (a large cylindrical post) comes in three styles: Doric, Ionic and 
Corinthian. 
The Parhenon, in Athens, is a temple to the goddess Athena and one of the 
most significant pieces of architecture from ancient times.  Built on a hill called 
the Acropolis between 447 and 432 BC, the Parthenon was a symbol of the 
power and wealth of Athens.  It has influenced architects, designers and artists 
to this day.  The temple was filled with sculptures, statues, carvings and friezes 
which tell stories from Greek mythology. 
 

 

 


